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Chapter 3 Two Stories About Flying: I-His First Flight and lI-Black Aeroplane
| = His First Flight
Summary of Chapter 3: "Two Stories About Flying"

Part I: "His First Flight" (Eng)

"His First Flight" by Liam O’Flaherty is an inspiring story about a young seagull who is afraid to fly.
Despite his siblings successfully taking flight, he hesitates due to his fear of falling. His parents try to
encourage him, but he remains hesitant, standing alone on a ledge, too scared to take the leap.

Hunger eventually forces him to act. Seeing his mother holding a piece of fish just out of reach, he
instinctively dives toward it. To his surprise, his wings spread naturally, and he begins to fly.
Overcoming his fear, he soars confidently above the sea, experiencing the joy of flying for the first
time.

The story highlights the importance of self-confidence, courage, and overcoming fears. It teaches that
taking the first step is often the hardest but leads to great achievements.

Summary of Chapter 3: "Two Stories About Flying"
Part I: "His First Flight" (In Hindi)

(FHAT gafl) & ar A & F 337 & Xar & 39% HIF-TgT 35T HG T & FAfbeT Tg 3 & BRUT
feaR @ar Tear & 3R 3V Fr aag & Senar FE Famar]

Had: G 37 337 & [0 AT @7 acl &1 TG TE HUA H Bl HASoH P T ZPST AN Al
3gar & ar ag 39 g & forw 3t gear & 3R saena # 331 a7 Sar &1 SE & ag gar H nar
§ 3% gg Tayifds &7 & $el S & IR ag 334 &9ar & &/ W fAsT gid & &g ag
HICHIIATE & ITFHT H 318 d6 38 7T & 3N 337 &7 3idq &ar &1

TE FEIAT HIcATIA, FIeT HR 3¢ W FIY Ui FT Faol adl &1 TJg &7 faard & s ugelr #6#H
3317 FIH PIST Elar & afbed vep IR ST §H 39 UR W did & a 81 FHeidi’ gifiel Y Fhd
&/

Thinking about the Text

Q 1: Why was the young seagull afraid to fly? Do you think all young birds are afraid to make their
first flight, or are some birds timid than others? Do you think a human baby also finds it a
challenge to take its first steps?
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Ans 1: The young seagull was scared to fly because it was his first attempt, and he feared he might
fall and get hurt. He doubted whether his wings were strong enough to support him in the air.

It is natural to feel afraid when trying something for the first time. Most young birds likely experience
fear before their first flight, though some may be more nervous than others. Similarly, human babies
also face challenges when taking their first steps. They hesitate, stumble, and often need support
before they gain confidence in walking independently.

Q 2: “The sight of the food maddened him.” What does this suggest? What compelled the young
seagull to fly finally?

Ans 2: The young seagull was afraid to take his first flight. Despite his family's repeated
encouragement and scolding, he lacked the courage to leap off the ledge. As a result, they left him
alone there until he was ready. For over twenty-four hours, he remained hungry, which ultimately
became the driving force behind his flight.

His desperation grew when he saw his mother tearing apart a fish right in front of him. Crying out in
hunger, he begged her for food. When his mother finally approached with a piece of fish in her beak,
he was overjoyed. However, just as he expected her to feed him, she stopped at a distance. Driven by
hunger, he instinctively lunged forward to grab the food. In doing so, he lost his balance and tumbled
off the ledge.

At first, he was terrified as he plunged downward. But soon, he felt his wings naturally spreading,
and to his surprise, he was flying! At that moment, he realized that he, too, had the ability to soar
like his family. In the end, his hunger overpowered his fear, and he took his first flight with
excitement and joy.

Q 3: “They were beckoning to him, calling shrilly.” Why did the seagull’s father and mother
threaten him and cajole him to fly?

Ans 3: The young seagull’s parents kept calling out to him, encouraging him to take his first flight.
However, he was too afraid of falling from the cliff and hesitated to try. While his brothers and sister
confidently flew away, he remained on the ledge, unwilling to make the attempt. To push him out of
his fear, his family left him alone, urging and even threatening him to fly. Despite their efforts, he still
refused to take the leap.

Q 4: Have you ever had a similar experience, where your parents encouraged you to do something
that you were too scared to try? Discuss this in pairs or groups.

Ans 4: Yes, | had a similar experience when | was learning to swim. At first, | was very scared of the
water and hesitated to even step into the pool. No matter how much my parents encouraged me, |
was too afraid of sinking. However, they continued to motivate me, assuring me that | would be safe.
My father stayed by my side in the pool, helping me float and guiding me step by step. Slowly, with
regular practice and their support, | gained confidence. Eventually, | overcame my fear and started
swimming on my own. Now, | love swimming and enjoy it every chance | get!
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Q 5: In the case of a bird flying, it seems a natural act, and a foregone conclusion that it should
succeed. In the examples you have given in answer to the previous question, was your success
guaranteed, or was it important for you to try, regardless of a possibility of failure?

Ans 5: Learning something new often comes with initial challenges, and the fear of failure can
sometimes hold us back. Just as the young seagull’s parents encouraged him to fly, | too had to
overcome my fears when learning to ride a bicycle. My father motivated me to keep trying until |
gained confidence.

Success isn’t always guaranteed, but determination and persistence significantly increase the
chances of achieving our goals. As the saying goes, "Practice makes perfect," and with consistent
effort, success becomes more attainable.

Speaking

Q 1: We have just read about the first flight of a young seagull. Your teacher will now divide the
class into groups. Each group will work on one of the following topics. Prepare a presentation with
your group members and then present it to the entire class.

e Progression of Models of Airplanes
e Progression of Models of Motorcars
e Birds and Their Wing Span
e Migratory Birds — Tracing Their Flights
Ans 1: (Activity to be done by yourself. By using this pattern)
Here’s a structured approach for your group presentation, depending on your assigned topic:
1. Progression of Models of Airplanes
¢ Introduction: Briefly explain how humans were inspired by birds to achieve flight.

e Early Attempts: Leonardo da Vinci’s sketches, the Wright brothers' first successful flight
(1903).

e Advancements: Development of jet engines, commercial airplanes (Boeing, Airbus), military
aircraft.

e Modern Era: Supersonic jets (Concorde), stealth aircraft, and future concepts (electric
planes, Al-controlled planes).

e Conclusion: The impact of airplanes on global travel and trade.
2. Progression of Models of Motorcars

e Introduction: Importance of automobiles in daily life.
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Early Vehicles: Steam-powered cars (18th century), Karl Benz's first gasoline-powered car
(1886).

Mass Production: Henry Ford’s Model T (1908) and its impact on affordability.
Modern Developments: Electric cars (Tesla), hybrid models, self-driving technology.

Future of Automobiles: Al-driven vehicles, flying cars, sustainability in car manufacturing.

3. Birds and Their Wing Span

Introduction: Importance of wing span in flight.
Small Birds: Hummingbirds (smallest wingspan, ~4 inches).
Medium-Sized Birds: Pigeons, crows, and seagulls (~2-4 feet).

Large Birds: Eagles, albatrosses, and condors (Wandering Albatross has the largest wingspan,
~12 feet).

Comparison with Airplane Wings: How bird wings inspired airplane wing designs.

Conclusion: The role of wing span in migration, flight efficiency, and survival.

4. Migratory Birds — Tracing Their Flights

Introduction: Why do birds migrate? (Weather, food, breeding).

Famous Migratory Birds: Arctic Tern (longest migration, pole to pole), Swallows, Flamingos,
Cranes.

Tracking Techniques: Satellite tracking, bird banding, GPS tagging.
Challenges: Climate change, habitat destruction, human interference.
Conservation Efforts: Bird sanctuaries, migration corridors, international treaties.

Conclusion: Importance of protecting migratory birds for biodiversity.

Each group can include images, videos, and charts to make the presentation engaging. Would you

like help creating a PowerPoint or visuals?

Writing

Q 1: Write a short composition on your initial attempts at learning a skill. You could describe the

challenges of learning to ride a bicycle or learning to swim. Make it as humorous as possible.

Ans 1: My Hilarious Attempt at Learning to Ride a Bicycle:

When | first decided to learn how to ride a bicycle, | was convinced it would be a piece of cake. After

all, I had seen little kids zooming around effortlessly. How hard could it be? Spoiler alert: very hard!
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My first challenge was balance. No matter how hard | tried, the moment | lifted my feet off the
ground, my bike wobbled like a jelly on a rollercoaster. My first ride ended in a very close encounter
with a bush—one that I'm sure is still holding a grudge.

Then came steering. | had assumed that turning the handlebars slightly would lead to a graceful turn.
Instead, my bike had a mind of its own and took me straight into a parked car. (No damage to the car,
but my ego? Completely shattered.)

The worst part? My family was watching. Every failed attempt was met with laughter,
encouragement, and—most importantly—a phone camera recording every embarrassing moment. |
suspect they were secretly hoping for a viral video.

After many falls, a few bruises, and a lot of determination, | finally managed to ride in a straight line
without crashing. The sense of achievement was incredible! But just when | thought | had mastered
it, my dad called out, "Now try turning!"

Let’s just say...I found another bush to crash into.

Chapter 3 Two Stories About Flying: Il. The Black Aeroplane

Il. The Black Aeroplane

Summary of Chapter 3 — Il. The Black Aeroplane (Eng)

This chapter is a mysterious and thrilling story written by Frederick Forsyth. It revolves around a pilot
who encounters an unusual experience while flying at night.

The narrator, a pilot, was flying his Dakota airplane from France to England on a night journey. The
sky was clear, and he was excited to reach home and have a good breakfast with his family. However,
as he was flying over the English Channel, he suddenly saw huge black storm clouds ahead. Instead
of turning back, he decided to fly through the storm, which turned out to be a big mistake.

Inside the storm, everything went dark, his compass and radio stopped working, and he lost all
contact with the control tower. He was completely lost and had no idea which direction to go. Just
then, out of nowhere, he saw a black aeroplane flying next to him. The mysterious pilot in the black
aeroplane signaled him to follow. The narrator obeyed and followed the black aeroplane through the
storm. Soon, he saw the runway lights of an airport and landed safely.

After landing, he asked the control tower about the black aeroplane that had guided him. To his
shock, the authorities told him that no other plane was in the sky that night. He was left
wondering—who was the mysterious pilot that helped him?

Themes of the Story:

1. Mystery & Supernatural Elements — The black aeroplane and its pilot remain unexplained,
adding an eerie touch.

2. Hope & Faith — Even in a life-threatening situation, the pilot trusted the mysterious guidance.
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3. Bravery & Decision-Making — The narrator’s risky decision to fly through the storm shows
courage.

This story leaves the reader with a sense of wonder—was the black aeroplane a miracle, a ghost, or
just the pilot’s imagination?

Summary of Chapter 3 — Il. The Black Aeroplane (In Hindi)

Tg FEll BsRe BIFT gRT fodt 713 v gegamdt 3N =S gear @ gouldt &1 s9H ve
TrgeIc & IGHT HT qUIA g7 T & e 331 & G Teh FHAGTRIT GCAT BT HIAAT BRA
gsar &/

BT BT & (ACY) Teh SicT gells STeIsT 35T T U1/ TE I & 3761 5T 6T o1 3R aged 3cdlfed
g7 i gg Sieq 81 U X UGN EIRE AT dxe el AT/ AN HIE A N AGpS
EIHIT &7 6T U1/ Sfebed Sie @ ag 317619 defel & FUX Gger, 3de el Plel bl qiacl &/

TE HZHY GTH ST FDAT U], dfdbed 37 GaRAID JHIA & i & T BT et fbar] S8 & 3
STETST Pl dIgerl @ & 331, GRT GNW GT 3ERT g T/ 3 HUrH IR MBI F FIH FRAr da
F 3 3R 3ger @707 Slav & g g T g AT Hed TAT IR QI RE F FHTErT
HEGH X T/

T, s 34 UH FIel gals STElST fe@rd fagn, S 3\ faFT & gurer A 33 @ A1l 3H
VEETHIT Grgeic & 37 SOURT [har fab ag 38T o7 #¢) aiex & Qa1 did-aHAg 3HHT HGERor
[T 5 HHI dl; 3H garg geet (3e7d) B I 3E JR GRIET A5 BY ol

S IF TS HFS UT Ggl, dr 39 IR & 39 1ot garg STeror & ar #H qov) dfed 36 TE
ST FEHT T [5 38 TT BT H 395 3efar dis 3R gard sTgior a1 g J8l! 3 Tarel Jg
g IBEIHIT GIIeIE P I fFEa 38 TErr?

PElAr & FET [IaR:
1. EET 3R THHN - Fiel gars STelol 3N 38 GrIeie & T=ars 3+d edl &1
2. e 3N faama— w3 gRIEUG # 3t FRev & @EgHIT rgere gv SRIT [har)
3. EEH 3R FAUg-2f - JPE # feRa & arage, qrgee & Jgigdt 8 Bl @1 aiFEr @)

TE el AT, FEET IR TACHR & I §3 & IR Grsdl B e G AT B adl §—FT aE
PTG §ITS STEIST U qredfae gear o, Tah TdHcpR T, IT A% Grgele #T HH?

Thinking about the Text
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Q 1: “Ill take the risk.” What is the risk? Why does the narrator take it?

Ans 1: The pilot of the Dakota DS-088 was eager to reach his home in England to spend time with his
family. However, while flying, he encountered a massive storm with dark clouds blocking his path.
Despite the danger, he chose to fly straight into the storm instead of turning back or changing course.
His strong desire to reunite with his family and enjoy a traditional English breakfast motivated him to
take the risk, even though visibility was almost zero.

Q 2: Describe the narrator’s experience as he flew the aeroplane into the storm.

Ans 2: As the pilot entered the storm, his plane was thrown around violently, making the flight
extremely turbulent. Thick black clouds surrounded him, making it impossible to see anything
outside. To make matters worse, his compass and other flight instruments stopped working due to
the harsh weather conditions. Fear gripped him as he realized that his fuel was running low, and he
had only about ten minutes of flight time left. Suddenly, he saw a mysterious black aeroplane flying
beside him, with a pilot signaling him to follow. With no other option, he obeyed and followed the
unknown plane, which guided him safely out of the storm and onto the runway

Q 3: Why does the narrator say, “I landed and was not sorry to walk away from the old Dakota...”?

Ans 3: After battling through the storm and landing safely, the pilot felt an immense sense of relief.
He had been through a terrifying experience and was grateful to be on solid ground. However, what
puzzled him most was the mysterious black aeroplane and its pilot, who had guided him through the
storm. He wanted to thank his unknown savior but was disappointed that he could not. Despite his
curiosity, he was simply relieved to have survived and was not hesitant to leave his old Dakota
behind.

Q 4: What made the woman in the control center look at the narrator strangely?

Ans 4: When the pilot mentioned the black aeroplane that had helped him, the woman at the control
center was visibly surprised. She told him that, according to the radar, there had been no other
aircraft in the sky during the storm—only his plane. Her reaction made the narrator question his own
experience, leaving him puzzled about who or what had actually guided him to safety.

Q 5: Who do you think helped the narrator to reach safely? Discuss this among yourselves and give
reasons for your answer.

Ans 5: There is no clear explanation for the mysterious black aeroplane. One possibility is that the
narrator, in a moment of extreme fear and stress, imagined the presence of another pilot guiding
him. With no other plane visible on the radar, it is likely that he relied on his instincts and experience
to navigate through the storm. His determination, skill, and courage might have been the real factors
that helped him land safely, even though he perceived it as external help.
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Thinking about Language
Q I: Study the sentences given below.
(a) They looked like black mountains.
(b) Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black.
(c) In the black clouds near me, | saw another aeroplane.
(d) The strange black aeroplane was there.

The word ‘black’ in sentences (a) and (c) refers to the very darkest colour. But in (b) and (d) (here) it
means without light/with no light.

‘Black’ has a variety of meanings in different contexts. For example:

(a) ‘I prefer black tea” means ‘I prefer tea without milk’.

(b) ‘With increasing pollution, the future of the world is black’ means

‘With increasing pollution, the future of the world is very depressing/ without hope’.

Now, try to guess the meanings of the word ‘black’ in the sentences given below. Check the
meanings in the dictionary and find out whether you have guessed right.

1. Go and have a bath; your hands and face are absolutely black.

2. The taxi-driver gave Ratan a black look as he crossed the road when the traffic light was green.

3. The bombardment of Hiroshima is one of the blackest crimes against humanity.

4. Very few people enjoy Harold Pinter’s black comedy.

5. Sometimes shopkeepers store essential goods to create false scarcity and then sell these in black.

6. Villagers had beaten the criminal black and blue.

Ans:

1. Go and have a bath; your hands and face are absolutely black. — The ‘black’ in this sentence
denotes that the face and hands are dark due to dust and dirt.

2. The taxi-driver gave Ratan a black look as he crossed the road when the traffic light was green. —
The ‘black’ in this sentence refers to an angry or annoyed look.

3. The bombardment of Hiroshima is one of the blackest crimes against humanity. — The ‘black’ in
this sentence denotes a dark and brutal incident against humanity.
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4. Very few people enjoy Harold Pinter’s black comedy. — The ‘black’ in this sentence denotes dark or
distressing comedy.

5. Sometimes shopkeepers store essential goods to create false scarcity and then sell these in black.
— The ‘black’ in this sentence refers to the hoarding of goods by shopkeepers to sell those goods at
a higher price Ilater.

6. Villagers had beaten the criminal black and blue. — The ‘black’ in this sentence denotes that the
criminal was beaten and badly bruised by the villagers.

Q Il: Look at these sentences taken from the lesson you have just read:
(a) I was flying my old Dakota aeroplane.
(b) The young seagull had been afraid to fly with them.

In the first sentence the author was controlling an aircraft in the air. Another example is: Children are
flying kites. In the second sentence the seagull was afraid to move through the air, using its wings.

Match the phrases given under Column A with their meanings given under Column B:
1. Fly a flag — Move quickly/suddenly
2. Flyintorage - Be successful
3. Fly along — Display a flag on a long pole
4. Fly high — Escape from a place

5. Fly the coop —Become suddenly very angry

Ans Il:

1. Fly a flag — Display a flag on a long pole
2. Flyintorage - Become suddenly very angry
3. Fly along — Move quickly/suddenly

4. Fly high — Be successful

5. Fly the coop - Escape from a place
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Q lll: We know that the word ‘fly’ (of birds/insects) means to move through air using wings. Tick the
words which have the same or nearly the same meaning.

swoop flit paddle flutter

ascend float ride skim
sink dart hover  glide
descend soar shoot @ spring

stay fall | sail flap

Ans lll: The words that have the same or nearly the same meaning as ‘fly’ are:

Vv'swoop
Vit

V flutter
Vv ascend
V'skim
Vvdart
Vv hover
Vglide
V'soar
V'sail

Vv flap

Writing

Q: Have you ever been alone or away from home during a thunderstorm? Narrate your experience
in a paragraph.

Ans: Yes, | once experienced a thunderstorm while | was alone at my grandmother’s house. It started
as a normal evening, but soon, dark clouds covered the sky, and the wind howled like a hungry wolf.
Suddenly, BOOM! A loud thunderclap shook the windows, and the power went out. | sat frozen on
the couch, clutching my phone like it was my only lifeline. Every flash of lightning lit up the room like
a horror movie scene, and the shadows seemed to dance on the walls.

| tried to act brave, but when a particularly loud thunderclap made the entire house tremble, |
screamed and hid under a blanket—because obviously, blankets are the ultimate shield against
thunderstorms! After what felt like an eternity, the storm finally passed, and | realized | had survived
my most terrifying solo adventure!
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Chapter 3 Poem — How to Tell Wild Animals

Summary of the Poem — "How to Tell Wild Animals" (Eng)

The poem "How to Tell Wild Animals", written by Carolyn Wells, is a humorous and playful take on
identifying wild animals based on their behavior and characteristics.

The poet describes different wild animals in a fun and exaggerated manner. She suggests that if a
roaring beast kills you instantly, it is the Asian Lion. If a beast with black stripes on a yellow body
jumps on you and eats you up, then it is the Bengal Tiger. Similarly, if you are meeting a creature that
hugs you tightly, don’t be happy—it is actually a Bear!

Further, the poet humorously explains that if you notice a ‘noble wild beast’ and it cries in pain
before attacking, it is a Leopard. If you see an animal with spots that doesn’t hesitate to pounce on
you, it is a Leopard as well. Next, she describes the Hyena, which is known for its laughing-like
sound, and the Crocodile, which sheds ‘tears’ while eating its prey.

Finally, the poet talks about the Chameleon, a small lizard-like creature that changes its color to
blend with its surroundings. She jokes that if you see nothing on a tree branch, it means a
Chameleon is sitting there, camouflaged!

The poem uses humor, irony, and exaggeration to make learning about wild animals fun and
entertaining.

Summary of the Poem — "How to Tell Wild Animals" (In Hindi)

"How to Tell Wild Animals" &Hfadr & @ dRiea dod &1 I§ HiAdT Th TFAQUl AR FASER
e # faffiea Sioreh SRt & uead R & aldh adrar &

il # PN Bl € & I B IR I SR A A AR 31, @ G o o6 a8
TS MW I PR HIs Orell THAST dTel, Hrell GIRAT aTel Sia AT T Feht DT @ AT, df a8
IS TTSIR BN ST RE, AfG P SR TR IR & Tt INT, A Ig PIS TR Gl dfodh HTe],
&, Sl 3T U el H HHP AR FehdT B!

gHd d1g, HAAA Idic £ fF IR P TR 3UDT @ & ST AIMB gl B 3N a& 4
FIel B TATS fAeTe, a1 a8 dgI ¥ IS PIT UIER I HUd dE@d @ Rer & Fiueer
AR g, dr ag o dgam & eeml TR g% orhsdvy (eTgan) A TSR Al ¥, St gEa SRl 3marst
fererar ¥, 3R FReTs, St ReR @ @ gu 'Y aer B

3a #, HafFd IR (Chameleon) & IR & gardt &, S 310a IRT 3R & I1ATeR0T & AHFEAR T
IEoT ThdT &1 Tg Foleh A FEch & 5 I U TRl 95 A e W P R & aE ¢ @,
ar & ghar § 5 gl PR dor an
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39 Hiadl # ag, 999 IR JfAMATE & IuAT b ST SRl b aR H FAvigR &1 F
SRR & TS &, TR Ig BT FAARed 3R Agd a9 S B

Thinking about the Poem
Q 1: Does ‘dyin’ really rhyme with ‘lion’? Can you say it in such a way that it does?

Ans 1: No, ‘dyin’ does not naturally rhyme with ‘lion.” However, if we pronounce ‘lion’ as ‘lying,’ it
might sound similar to ‘dyin’, creating a possible rhyme.

Q 2: How does the poet suggest that you identify the lion and the tiger? When can you do so,
according to him?

Ans 2: The poet explains that if you see a large, tawny-colored beast roaming in the jungles of the
East and hear it roaring, it is an Asian Lion. In contrast, if you spot a noble wild beast with black
stripes on a yellow coat moving freely, it is a Bengal Tiger. The poet also highlights that while a lion
roars loudly when attacking, a tiger hunts silently.

Q 3: Do you think the words ‘lept’ and ‘lep’ in the third stanza are spelt correctly? Why does the
poet spell them like this?

Ans 3: No, the words ‘lept’ and ‘lep’ are not spelled correctly. The correct spellings are ‘leapt’ and
‘leap. The poet intentionally used these incorrect spellings to maintain the poem’s rhythm and add
humor, emphasizing the word ‘leopard’ in each line.

Q 4: Do you know what a ‘bearhug’ is? It’s a friendly and strong hug — such as bears are thought
to give, as they attack you! Again, hyenas are thought to laugh, and crocodiles to weep (‘crocodile
tears’) as they swallow their victims. Are there similar expressions and popular ideas about wild
animals in your own language(s)?

Ans 4: A ‘bearhug’ refers to a tight and strong embrace, similar to how a bear might grip its prey.
Other animals also have symbolic expressions, such as hyenas being associated with laughter (even
though they don’t actually laugh) and crocodiles shedding ‘crocodile tears’ while devouring their
victims. Many languages have similar expressions related to animals.

Q 5: Look at the line “A novice might nonplus”. How would you write this ‘correctly’? Why is the
poet’s ‘incorrect’ line better in the poem?

Ans 5: The grammatically correct version would be “A novice might be nonplussed.” However, the
poet uses the phrase “A novice might nonplus” to maintain the rhyme and rhythm of the poem,
making it more engaging and humorous. The incorrect wording helps it rhyme with ‘thus.

Q 6: Can you find other examples of poets taking liberties with language, either in English or in
your own language(s)? Can you find examples of humorous poems in your own language(s)?

Ans 6: Yes, poets often take creative liberties with language, a technique known as ‘poetic license,” to
enhance rhythm, rhyme, or humor. For instance, in The Tale of Custard the Dragon by Ogden Nash,
the words ‘realio’ and ‘trulio’ replace ‘really’ and ‘truly’ for a playful effect. Here’s an example:
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"Belinda lived in a little white house,

With a little black kitten and a little grey mouse,
And a little yellow dog and a little red wagon,
And a realio, trulio, little pet dragon."

Q 7: Much of the humour in the poem arises from the way language is used, although the ideas are
funny as well. If there are particular lines in the poem that you especially like, share these with the
class, speaking briefly about what it is about the ideas or the language that you like or find funny.

Ans 7: The humor in the poem comes from the way words are used unexpectedly. One amusing line
is:

"A noble wild beast greets you."

At first, it sounds as if the animal is welcoming you, but in reality, it is a dangerous predator—making
the phrase ironic and funny. Another humorous line is:

"He’ll only lep and lep again."

Here, the word ‘lep’ is used to maintain the rhyme with ‘leopard,” making the line playful and
engaging.

Chapter 3 Poem the Ball Poem

Summary of Chapter 3 - Poem "The Ball Poem" (Eng)

-- Poet: John Berryman

Summary: "The Ball Poem" is a touching poem about loss and growing up. The poem revolves around
a young boy who loses his ball while playing. As he watches it bounce away and disappear, he feels a
deep sense of grief and realizes that it is gone forever.

Instead of offering him a new ball, the poet suggests that this loss is an important life lesson. The ball
symbolizes childhood, innocence, and the things we love but eventually lose. Through this experience,
the boy begins to understand the harsh realities of life—that loss is inevitable and irreversible.

The poem conveys the idea that everyone must learn to cope with loss and move forward. It teaches
that material things can be replaced, but certain emotional attachments and experiences shape our
understanding of life. The poet uses simple language to express a deep and universal truth: learning
to deal with loss is a part of growing up.

Theme:
e Loss and its emotional impact
e The process of growing up
e Acceptance of reality

e Learning to move on in life
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Summary of Chapter 3 - Poem "The Ball Poem" (In Hindi)

GRTI: "The Ball Poem" T HifH# Hfdar & &t g & gifa (loss) 3k gRuaFaar (maturity) &
fawer @& gl &1 3 @fdar # v i a5 @7 fFF & 5 Derd FHT A g @ aar &1 F8
81 dq gt # FRSY g7 el S & a8 37 e gl aqdr & 3N T §:G BT IHFHT PRAl
&l

PIT 5% P T3 g &l Pl Hellg Aal ad, dled Fear & fb Jg vp ST F9%F 6, 58 &7 et
I Hger gsar §1 ag g [Ad v AR avg Jél & afew aaus, AGAIT IR T At ar
gl & a8 &7 Aaa & @a ge T &1 S IFHT & T5H T§ FHSA FIAA & fF Fo A
Jrgy Fgl 3T b 3R gH o8 TPR PN 19 JeT G3aT &/

Tg Ffaar gA RRardt & & gifa Saa a1 v sfaard fowar & 3k sad a@r J8 ST Gbar g7
HUA FTAT3 B FHSAT IR 308 TN BT HGAT TIRT/

TET H1T:

o gifa 3 3T gaaIcHS THIT

o  GRUFIar 3N Haa & F3N G B FhBR BT
o 319 gea FH Hg

o FUUT IR HIGAIT BT GAT

Thinking about the Poem
In pairs, attempt the following questions.

Q 1: Why does the poet say, “l would not intrude on him”? Why doesn’t he offer him money to buy
another ball?

Ans 1: The poet says, “I would not intrude on him” because he wants the boy to understand the
reality of loss on his own. He believes that experiencing loss is an important part of growing up. By
not interfering, the poet allows the boy to learn a valuable life lesson. He also refrains from giving
the boy money to replace the ball because doing so would take away the significance of the lesson.
The experience teaches the child responsibility and helps him understand that some things, once
lost, cannot be replaced.

Q 2: “... staring down/All his young days into the harbour where/His ball went ...” Do you think the
boy has had the ball for a long time? Is it linked to the memories of days when he played with it?

Ans 2: Yes, it seems that the boy had the ball for a long time. When it falls into the water, he is
overwhelmed with memories of the times he spent playing with it. The ball represents moments of
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joy and innocence from his childhood, which he now realizes are gone forever. Though he can buy a
new ball, the memories attached to the lost one are irreplaceable.

Q 3: What does “in the world of possessions” mean?

Ans 3: The phrase “in the world of possessions” refers to a materialistic world where people own
different things like land, money, or valuable objects. In the poem, the loss of the ball may seem
minor, but for the boy, it symbolizes something much deeper—the emotional attachment and
memories associated with it. Through this loss, he understands that life is not just about acquiring
things but also about coping with losing them.

Q 4: Do you think the boy lost anything earlier? Pick out the words that suggest the answer.

Ans 4: No, it appears that the boy has never experienced such a loss before. The line “He senses first
responsibility in a world of possessions” suggests that this is the first time he is realizing the
meaning of loss. This experience makes him aware that losing something valuable can also mean
losing the memories and emotions connected to it.

Q 5: What does the poet say the boy is learning from the loss of the ball? Try to explain this in your
own words.

Ans 5: Through this incident, the poet highlights an important life lesson—the inevitability of loss.
The boy experiences sorrow, but this moment also helps him grow and understand the nature of life.
He learns that many things in life, once lost, can never be retrieved. More importantly, he realizes the
need to accept loss and move forward with resilience. This moment marks his first step toward
maturity and understanding responsibility.

Q 6: Have you ever lost something you liked very much? Write a paragraph describing how you felt
then, and saying whether — and how — you got over your loss.

Ans 6: Yes, | once lost a wristwatch that was very special to me. It was a gift from my grandfather on
my birthday, and | wore it every day. One day, while playing in the park, | realized it was missing from
my wrist. | searched everywhere, retracing my steps, but it was nowhere to be found. | felt
heartbroken and guilty for being careless. For days, | kept thinking about it and hoping someone
would return it. Eventually, | accepted that some losses are irreversible. My grandfather comforted
me by saying that memories are more valuable than objects. Slowly, | learned to move on, though |
still cherish the memory of that watch and the love behind it.
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